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session of both of us, after which 
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u, witli the same | be tree men and indepen 
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us in the present day, and undying record ot 
bygone centuries. impresses upon us the fact, that mankind in a general sense 
love to float with the tide of popular thought, custom and desire. Down 
through the deep-eut channels of time, rolls the migbty torrent of 7 
opinion, carrying with it the thoughtless thro ropg of hum into the vast 
ocean of an eternal. future., It seems. to be the infatuation, earthly beings to 
plunge heedlessly into the surging stream of general impulse, in which they are 
earried along—a moving mass of mortality almost ‘regardless of surrounding 
. issues, to a great exte inconsiderate of the actuating influences which impel 
them, and in a large degree reckless of what may be the outcome of their life's 
‘venture Lit 

Many are the tend to this condition,» Traditions and 
honoted customs have a very extended infinenoe in the control of ‘men's 
minds. The appropriate thing t do is, generally deemed to be that 
which other people do and have done from time immemorial ;| and to diverge 
from the beaten path of popularity the publie, highway of universal opinion 
Dis to breast the shock of à world’s wonderment and displeasure. When the 
Bon of antiquity shakes his hoary all mortals are suppysed to 
No matter what may be the 2 or how incompatible it prove to be 
with truth and reason, if it claim an antiquated origin and is sanctified by 
tradition and custom, it continues as it were by prior right to maintain its 
hold upon perpetuity, regardless of all that the wisest: or most philosophical 
opponent can array against it, A pnblic mind moulded by long usage and 
ancient custom is as difficult to move from its channel of thought and febling, 
as the rushing river in its busty desen toward the 


But along on the banks of this mighty torrent may be. seen on. be ihe 
the observers, the reformers of mankind, , This is where. scien 

found its Galileos and its Newtons; 

ers and defenders ; and religion its tried martyrs. — 

From this standpoint Knox and Luther and Wesley 2 Moelænethon soon 
che Reformers, gazed pon, ignorance and upetzt 
religious fanatics af their times, and, prepared, fur the gacape, 0 N 
humanity by means of the Reformation and ita contingant enlightenment. 
Bat it was not only in their day, nor in ours. Christ and his Apostles, cente- 


ago set the worthy eample as they stood aloof in thé Gear's 


and inspired and offered the denichted 
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